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NEWSLETTER



EDITORIAL
Welcome back to Paryska, after an unusual Christmas and Winter Break! We hope that you had a great holiday, and are feeling refreshed, 
relaxed and ready to get back to work! Of course, for Grades I-III this means a return to physical school, while for Grades IV-VIII, we 
remain on-line.

This issue combines December and January and highlights for the Lower School include learning about time, both in reference to clocks, 
and the seasons of the year, as well as discussing parties and our friends. We also toured some of the most unusual houses on Earth! 

In the Upper School, there was, inevitably, a lot of talk about Christmas. We looked at Christmas Traditions in different countries and 
compared them to those in Poland and Great Britain. The pupils have been really enjoying their study of literature, and are now reaching 
the end of books like The Railway Children, Treasure Island, The Coral Island, and The Turn of the Screw. Emerging from these stories, 
the children were discussing modern day equality, and why people marry. 

We hope you'll enjoy reading in more detail what's been going on at school, and look forward to talking to you again next month! 

Mr Lee Eccleston 



GENERAL ENGLISH



We talked about: experiences, 
preferences, food and quantities. We 
discussed words related to camps 
and courses, words easily confused, 
phrasal verbs, words related to 
cooking, collocations and words 
related to education. We focused on: 
Present Perfect Simple, Present 
Perfect Progressive and Past Simple. 
We also learnt how to write a 
magazine article.

-

6A
MS PAULA MONNERY



Ms April Cabuena 

Our class was busy. Busy getting ready for the most awaited Christmas break. Learning 
hard to play hard. The class learned that everyone is unique! Watched and listened to a 
motivational kid speaker of how everyone is unique and that is great! We also learned that 
kindness has a profound ripple effect. We also looked into the topic: Obvious to you, 
amazing to others. All about creativity!
We also learned ways to be more effective students by using colours to do homework. 
Before Christmas, the class learned about the Christmas gift experiment – because 
presents are for giving not for receiving!
When all is said and done, each student read a short Christmas poem and bade every one 
a happy Christmas and Winter holidays! -

5A



We were watching and discussing 
the weirdest Christmas Traditions 
around the world and how the 
British Royal Family celebrates 
Christmas. We were reading about 
the concept of Mood Food and 
learning some useful food 
idiomatic expressions and phrases. 
We were studying defining and 
non-defining relative clauses and 
countable and uncountable nouns.

8 A & B
MS AGNIESZKA PISKORZ



- We talked about consumption and 
consumerism, discussed ethical labels 
and products, we were wondering where 
our clothes come from and who made 
them, we discussed terms: greenwashing, 
eco-label, ethical brand. 

- The students compared a frugal and 
spendthrift way of life 

- We watched a documentary and 
discussed extensively our addiction to 
social media 

- We revised Present Simple/Perfect/
Progressive/Past Simple/Past Progressive

7B
MS MAGDA KOBOSKO



We were describing our best friend 
using the Present Simple Tense, and 
a lot of adjectives were learned 
during the lesson.  

We compared Polish Christmas 
traditions with British ones and 
watched videos about them.

4A
MS AGNIESZKA PISKORZ



- In December we talked about 
communication and media and watched 
„The Social Dilemma”  a Netflix 
documentary about the influence of social 
media on our life. We learnt loads of new 
vocabulary.  

- The students in 8A conducted an online 
interview in English with Mara, a girl from 
Minsk 

- We revised all the tenses 

- We completed 2 First Certificate Mock Tests  

- And last but not least … we watched 
„Notting Hill”

8 A & B
MS MAGDA KOBOSKO



We talked about online shopping, 
retailers’ tricks and their impact 
on how much we spend while 
shopping. We learnt how to 
complete a form, express 
obligation, prohibition, threat and 
warning. We discussed Past 
Simple, Present Perfect Simple 
and Present Perfect Progressive.-

7A
MS PAULA MONNERY



DURING DECEMBER AND JANUARY WE CONCENTRATED ON 
TOPICS ABOUT FRIENDS AND FAMILY, EVERYDAY ACTIVITIES, 
MEANS OF TRANSPORT, OCCUPATIONS, SPORTS AND 
SEASONS. THE STUDENTS DESCRIBED THE PHYSICAL 
APPEARANCE OF A PERSON AND TALKED ABOUT 
POSSESSION AND ABILITY (WHAT SOMEONE CAN OR CAN’T 
DO). THEY USED PRESENT SIMPLE AND ADVERBS OF 
FREQUENCY (ALWAYS, SOMETIMES, NEVER) TO DESCRIBE 
THEIR TYPICAL DAY, AND TALKED ABOUT HOW ONE GETS 
AROUND. THE PUPILS PONDERED WHAT THEY WANTED TO 
BE WHEN OLDER. THEY IDENTIFIED AND DESCRIBED 
DIFFERENT OCCUPATIONS AND TALKED ABOUT THE 
RESPONSIBILITIES RELEVANT TO EACH OF THEM. THEY 
LEARNT PREPOSITIONS OF TIME AND REVISED DAYS OF THE 
WEEK, MONTHS OF THE YEARS, TALKED ABOUT SEASONS IN 
DIFFERENT PARTS OF THE WORLD, THE WEATHER, AND 
APPROPRIATE CLOTHING AND SPORTS PLAYED IN DIFFERENT 
SEASONS.   -

3A
MS AGA MIKLASZEWSKA



Over the past weeks we identified and 
talked about classroom objects, family 
members and friends, pets, toys, and party 
items. We also revised and extended our 
knowledge of colours. We practised asking 
questions such as 'What is it?'/Is it a...? and 
answering them using structures 'It is a.../
Yes, it is./no, it isn't'. We learned adjectives 
which described feelings and physical 
appearance. We practised usage of personal 
pronouns, asked and answered questions 
such as "Are you hungry?/Is she sad?/ Is he 
thirsty? etc. We also focused on numbers 
1-20. We counted objects and talked about 
quantity by asking questions “How many... 
are there?" and providing answers to them. 
We used structures such as "It is a..."/ "They 
are..." for both singular and plural nouns. All 
the introduced vocabulary and structures 
were utilised in guessing games which 
simultaneously aided memory recall and 
logical thinking.

1 A
MS AGA MIKLASZEWSKA



OVER THE PAST WEEKS WE FOCUSED 
ON: WEATHER, SPORTS, JOBS AND 
FOOD. WE SPENT A GREAT TIME 
SINGING OUR FAVOURITE SONGS AND 
PLAYING LANGUAGE. WE WORKED ON 
DEVELOPING LISTENING, READING 
AND WRITING SKILLS, SPELLING AND 
RECOGNIZING WORDS IN A SENTENCE.-

2A & 2B
MS PAULA MONNERY



LANGUAGE THROUGH ARTS



1 A
MS FIONA CLEMENTS 

December 2020
Language through Art classes online got off to a great start in December and we filled our lessons with Christmas stories, songs, drawing and 
observational exercises.
We began by creating our very own stylised Christmas Trees using the elements of art - line, colour, shape and texture.  Everybody took their 
turn to describe which Christmas decoration they would like to add to the tree.  We continued lessons with lots of repetition of popular 
Christmas words, through songs and games.  Everyone enjoyed the Santa Shark and 10 Little Elves songs. Not everybody uses paper and 
pens to draw in our English Through Art Class! We have several computer artists in our midst.  Here are some examples from Bogus, 
portraying Santa Shark and his adventures with the Reindeer Sharks and the Shark Elves as well as his computer drawings of the 10 Little 
Elves making toys.

January 2021
Back to the classroom and after such a long break, our first lessons in January have been all about finding out what each person did over the 
Winter Break.  Where did we go? What did we see? What did we play? What was our favourite part of Winter Break? 
Perhaps we did not travel very far this year, but everyone created super drawings to show games in the snow and playing on the computer 
and quite often the favourite part of Winter Break was the chance to eat favourite foods - especially Pizza! In January we have also continued 
our Ugly Duckling story and we have explored the opposites Tall/Short, Fat/Thin by describing and creating crazy monster drawings. 



December 2020
December Online lesson in Grades 2a & 2b were filled to the brim 
with Christmas Trees, Christmas words, memory and guessing 
games and timed drawing exercises.  Everyone really enjoys the 
games and exercises against the clock! On these occasions we 
have to draw what we HEAR not what we SEE! And these exercises 
are a great way to promote listening, understanding and speaking 
skills.
We also took time in December to listen and respond to some 
festive stories. These included the original ‘How The Grinch Stole 
Christmas ‘ by Dr Seuss and The Night Before Christmas by 
Clement Clarke Moore based on a poem, published anonymously 
in 1823!

January 2021
Just like 1a, in January we are back to the classroom and after such 
a long break, our first lessons in January have been all about 
finding out what each person did over the Winter Break. We have 
also started to explore our next element of art - Space. The 
element of Space will explore different landscapes, perspective 
and negative and positive space! In January we have been creating 
Winter Landscapes in 2b and Moonscapes in 2a, using stories, 
songs, short films and drawing exercises to introduce new words. 
We also enjoyed a funny film about an Egyptian pyramid! You can 
check it out at this link:-) https://youtu,be/j6PbonHsqWO-

2 A &B
MS FIONA CLEMENTS



SCIENCE



TOPICS:  
*PARTS OF THE PLANT: LEAVES, BUDS, FRUITS, ROOTS, FLOWERS, 
STEM 
*WHAT PLANTS NEED TO SURVIVE: WATER, AIR(CARBON DIOXIDE), 
SUNLIGHT, SOIL 
*TYPES OF PLANTS: EDIBLE PLANTS VS INEDIBLE 
*PERFECT PLANT: BOTH MALE + FEMALE PARTS 
*IMPERFECT PLANTS: ONLY MALE OR FEMALE PARTS 
*MALE PARTS: STAMEN{ANTHER, FILAMENT} 
*FEMALE PARTS: PISTIL{STIGMA, STYLE, OVARY OVULES} 
*POLLINATION:  
*POLLINATORS 
*PARTS OF A SEED 
*GERMINATION OF A SEED 

WE USED GAMES, DRAWINGS, STORIES AND VIDEOS TO PRACTISE 
UNDERSTANDING THE DIFFERENT CONCEPTS AND LOADS OF 
REPETITIONS

GRADES 1-3
MS TERRY LEE



8A & B
 Mr Lee Eccleston 

In the final few topics of the year we discussed the properties of matter, and how to 
describe substances using technical language. We also looked at the way matter can 
change its form, and re-visited Acids and Bases from the point of view of Ionic 
Dissociation; this lets us understand exactly what the pH scale is measuring. As we begin 
the New Year, we are beginning to study mathematics with a review of the different types 
of numbers (Natural, Integer, Real etc.) 



We ended the year by ending our 
study of Chemistry, which completes 
the first half of the course. In 
December we covered chemical 
reactions; acids bases and salts, and 
the periodic table. We learned how 
to gather data and organise in ways 
to make it easier to understand. As 
the New Year gets underway, we 
begin our brief study of 
mathematics, beginning with the 
different representations of rational 
numbers (decimals and fractions). 

7 A & B
MR LEE ECCLESTON



OUR MAIN TOPIC OVER THE PAST MONTHS, HAS BEEN ‘TIME’. 
WE RECOGNISED AND NAMED THE DAYS OF THE WEEK, 
DIFFERENT TIMES OF THE DAY AND PRACTISED TELLING THE 
TIME USING ANALOGUE OR DIGITAL CLOCKS. WE TALKED 
ABOUT THE SEQUENCE OF THE WEEKDAYS, THEIR NAMES AND 
ORDER. WE LEARNT THE RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN YESTERDAY, 
TODAY AND TOMORROW. WE ASKED AND ANSWERED 
QUESTIONS SUCH AS ‘WHAT’S THE TIME? /WHAT TIME DO 
YOU?/ WHEN DO YOU?’ IN DECEMBER, WE FOCUSED ON 
CHRISTMAS. WE PRACTISED CHRISTMAS VOCABULARY AND 
TALKED ABOUT CHRISTMAS TRADITIONS AND CUSTOMS. WE 
READ A SHORT STORY WRITTEN FOR YOUNG LEARNERS 
DESCRIBING WHAT HAPPENS AT CHRISTMAS TIME. WE 
DESIGNED OUR OWN CHRISTMAS CARDS AND LEARNT 
CHRISTMAS GREETINGS.-

PRIMARY SCIENCE AND 
MATHS 2A , 2B  

MS AGA MIKLASZEWSKA



LITERATURE & ART



4A
During December and January we continued with our study of "The Railway Children" and 
associated themes. We are nearing the end now, with eight of ten chapters completed. In 
addition to improving our reading skills and pronunciation, we also verified our 
understanding of the main events and met other characters, as well as acquired new 
vocabulary.  
We also talked about being brave, courageous and kind just like the children in the story. 
Furthermore, we examined the type of clothing worn, and sports and hobbies undertaken, 
by women, men and children, during the Edwardian era in Britain (1901-1910) - the period 
this book was first released in.  
Currently, we have been discussing safety in the home (especially in the kitchen and 
bathroom but also around stairs and windows), and in particular, how to respond to a fire - 
a situation that the children in the novel were confronted with.

Ms Kamilla Webb





- Kamila Webb

3A
Our main focus over the past weeks has been on the weather; the months and seasons and how it 
varies depending on where you live in the world; and clothing and sport/hobbies appropriate to the 
time of year.  
We practiced a weather related tongue twister, read online books aloud, as well as completed some 
live worksheets, and watched short videos and presentations on this topic. We also described the 
type of clothes we have in our wardrobe according to the season randomly assigned.  
Recently, we revised the different rooms and furniture/objects which can be found in our houses 
including the basement and attic, as well as other areas of a home such as stairs and the hall. 
Additionally, we reviewed prepositions of place using role play and singing, and took a look at the 
most unusual houses on earth. We will tie this topic together with some reading and comprehension 
exercises and a related art task.



6B
Ms April Cabuena

The class have now joined the adventure of Jim, who unknowingly was part of a crew with 
pirates! Now he learned his and his good friends’ lives are in danger. How will he survive? 
We’ll find out.

Other than reading, writing and listening, class 6B learned to build characters by looking at 
the man on the moon. It is about predicting a story and showing people they are loved.

Organizing time and using colours to do homework are just a few of what we learned to be 
effective learners as suggested by our International friends from all over the world using 
BBC learning English.



The class has begun reading the 
book The turn of the Screw written 
by Henry James – one of the most 
important American novelists. This 
book belongs to the gothic genre 
with unrealistic plot and supernatural 
elements. Other than that before 
taking a break for Christmas and 
Winter, the class gets to write their 
own tips on how to be super 
organized as well as organizing their 
own time. Christmas poetry reading 
commenced the holidays!

-

7A
MS APRIL CABUENA



8A
Ms Kamilla Webb 
Over the winter months we concluded our study of “The Coral Island” - the mid-19th 
century novel which the author had specifically dedicated to "adventurous" boys. The 
class is now in the midst of preparing an assessment piece on “gender roles and heroes” 
which they will present to their peers.  
Their task is to examine the role of men and women during the Victorian era (1837-1901) in 
the United Kingdom, the time when the novel was published. They will also be required to 
comment on equality in the modern day. The three British boys who are not only the main 
characters of the story, but are also conveniently, "the heroes", risk their lives to rescue a 
"vulnerable" girl from a forced marriage, or worse, death, should she disobey the order. 
Therefore, the students will consider the term "hero" and its applicability to women, and 
find local and international examples of remarkable females who befit such a title, 
embracing traits beyond that of the traditional sexist depictions. 



What reasons should people have for marrying? Is one 
of the questions asked to write about. That is because 
Villefort’s engagement will help his position in society. 
As we began looking into the book The Count of Monte 
Cristo, we got to realize that each character, real or not, 
may do things for different reasons. 

The students made their minds by writing different 
reasons for marrying – or not. The class also gets to 
practice their writing skill in reporting and narrating. 

Aside from writing, 8B got to know a few high-achieving 
teenagers and how they could be achievers themselves 
as well as how to improve memory. Way to go! 

8B
MS APRIL CABUENA



FRANCOISE



En mois de janvier nous avons parlé d’argents de 

poche, de dépenses, d’habitudes de consommation. 

Nous avons appris à exprimer ses passions en 

variant les structures lexicales et en faisant attention 

au choix de la préposition. Nous avons appris aussi 

un nouveau mot intéressant: un vide-greniers  

Nous avons appris à renseigner l’acheteur sur le prix 

de l’objet et à se renseigner sur un objet en 

posant des questions. 

Chacun a sa passion. Krysia est passionée de 

magasins Kosmos, de figurines de Harry Potter et de 

livres. Ludka adore les peluches et les boîtes. Janek 

collectionne les peintures de sa mère.

5A & 6A



SEE YOU NEXT MONTH!


